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Introduction: re-capturing bovine life 

 

ÅAim of the paper:  

 To examine the 
interplay between 
notions and practices 
of bovine freedom 
and control in robotic 
milking systems. 

 

 



Paper outline 

ÅWhat is robotic milking? 
ÅFoucault and farm animals 
ÅResearch methods.  
ÅEmpirical themes: 
 1. Ƙƻǿ ƛǎ ΨōƻǾƛƴŜ ŦǊŜŜŘƻƳΩ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ 

by manufacturers and farmers? 
 2. what new power-knowledge 

relations are made possible by the 
design of robotic technologies? 

 3. how are cows disciplined and 
subjectified in robotic milking 
systems? 

ÅConclusions 
 

 



What is robotic milking? 



Foucault and farm animals 

1. Discipline: intensive agriculture 
and the control of animal bodies 
 

2. Biopower: technological 
interventions and the fostering of 
animal life 
Å Subjectification, truth 

discourses and care 
 

3. Constituting bovine subjectivity 
and human-animal-technology 
relations 

picture 



Research methods 

 

ï24 farmer interviews and 3 
in depth case studies 

ïfurther 27 interviews 
(manufacturers, scientists, 
welfare bodies, vets etc.) 

ïVisual methods and 
observation 

 



Framing bovine freedom in robotic 
milking - 1 

ΨLƴ ŀƴȅ ǊƻōƻǘƛŎ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ ǘƘŜ 
cows are left to their own 
devices. They do what they 
want ... The cow takes 
ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ƻǿƴ ŘŜǎǘƛƴȅΩ 
(manufacturer A) 

 

Ψ¢ƘŜ Ŏƻǿǎ ŀǊŜ ǾŜǊȅ ƳǳŎƘ ŦǊŜŜ 
to do their own thing ... You 
just let them get on with 
ǘƘŜ Ƨƻō ǊŜŀƭƭȅΩ όŦŀǊƳŜǊ !ύ 
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